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More than this, they had gained sufficient in-
fluence by conquest over the older Aramaean
peoples toward the southeast, between them and
the Kassites and the Babylonians, as to take from
the Babylonians the Semitic leadership. Their
colonies in the upper Mesopotamian valley were
centers of Semitic influence and stood as a great
bulwark against the non-Semitic influences on the
north. By crossing the Euphrates and conquer-
ing the land of Musri they had also threatened
the older Semitic civilizations in Syria and Pales-
tine. Would they be able to wrest the power
from them, as they had from the eastern Aramae-
ans and from the Babylonians? If this could be
done, the Assyrians would hold in their hands the
destinies of the Semitic race. It seemed as though
they were to accomplish even this, when they were
suddenly checked by the successful rebellion of
the Babylonians, by civil war, and by the death of
their great leader. This reverse might mean their
permanent overthrow if the Babylonian people
still had in their veins the courage, the dash, and
the rugged independence of the desert Semite. If,
however, the intermixture of Sumerian and Kassite
blood, not to mention lesser strains, had weakened
the Semitic powers of the Babylonians, the check
to Assyria raight be only temporary. It is a crit-
ical day in the history of the race* The severity
of the blow to Assyria is evidenced not only by
the results in Babylonia, but no less by the frag-
mentary character of Assyrian annals for a long